




GIBA Fellowship 2026 - Application Form
Please read the Fellowship Guidance of the GIBA Network+ BEFORE you complete this application form. All boxes are expandable.
	1. Project Summary (Word limit 550)

	Provide a summary of your fellowship. We may publish this summary on our external-facing website, so it should be suitable for a broad audience, for example, the wider research community, the public and policy makers. We will also use this summary to identify suitable experts to review your application.

Guidance for writing a summary:
Clearly describe your proposed work in terms of:
· Background and relevance to advancing our understanding of the GIBA
· The challenge the fellowship addresses
· Aims and objectives
· Potential applications and benefit

	






	

	2. Team

	Assign each member of your team a role (“Fellow”, “Collaborator” or “Sponsor”), and give their name, current affiliation and current position. You may only list yourself as Fellow.

A collaborator may be based at a UK or international institution and provide expertise, additional funds or in-kind contributions. Funds from this fellowship may be used for consumables/experimental costs at eligible UK-based institutions as per UKRI guidance. Industry partners/Sponsors can also be UK or international and provide funding or in-kind contributions to support your proposal. You may have multiple collaborators and/or sponsors.  

	





	


	3. Vision (Word limit 1,100)

	What are you hoping to achieve with your proposed work?
What the assessors are looking for in your response:
Explain how your proposed work:
· is of excellent quality and importance within GIBA field(s)
· has the potential to advance mechanistic understanding, or generate new knowledge, thinking or discovery within or beyond the GIBA field or area of its focus
· is timely, given current trends, context, and needs
· impacts world-leading research, society, the economy or the environment

You may demonstrate elements of your responses in visual form if relevant. Figure legends count towards the word limit and figures should not exceed maximum of two pages of A4 across the full application, excluding the Project Plan chart.
References may be included within this section and do not count toward the word limit. Please use numbers throughout the text and a numbered reference list at the end of this section.

	









	4. Approach (Word limit 3,000)

	How are you going to deliver your proposed work?
What the assessors are looking for in your response:
Explain how you have designed your work so that it:
· is effective and appropriate to achieve your objectives
· is feasible, and comprehensively identifies any risks to delivery and how you will manage them
· uses a clearly written and transparent methodology (if applicable)
· summarises previous work and describes how you will build on and progress this work (if applicable)
· will maximise translation of outputs into outcomes and impacts

You may demonstrate elements of your responses in visual form if relevant. 
Figure legends count towards the word limit, and figures should not exceed maximum of 2 pages of A4 across the full application, excluding the Project Plan chart.
References may be included within this section and do not count toward the word limit. Please use numbers throughout the text and a numbered reference list at the end of this section.
Project Plan
Provide a detailed and comprehensive project plan, including milestones and timelines in the form of a chart or diagram (e.g. a GANTT chart or similar). 

	







	

	5. Applicant capability to deliver (Word limit 1,650)

	Why are you the right individual to successfully deliver the proposed work?

What the assessors are looking for in your response:
Evidence of how you have:
· the relevant experience (appropriate to career stage) to make best use of the benefits presented by this funding opportunity to develop your career
· the right balance of skills and aptitude to deliver the proposed work
· contributed to developing a positive research environment and wider community
· the appropriate team working or leadership skills (appropriate to career stage)

You may demonstrate elements of your responses in visual form if relevant. 
Use the Résumé for Research and Innovation (R4RI) format to showcase the range of relevant skills you have and how this will help to deliver the proposed work. You can include specific achievements and choose past contributions that best evidence your ability to deliver this work.

Complete this section using the following R4RI module headings. You should use each heading once (see the UKRI guidance on R4RI). You should consider how to balance your answer, and emphasise, where appropriate, the key skills you bring:
· contributions to the generation of new ideas, tools, methodologies, or knowledge
· the development of others and maintenance of effective working relationships
· contributions to the wider research and innovation community
· contributions to broader research or innovation, users and audiences, and towards wider societal benefit
The word count for this section is 1,650 words, 1,150 words to be used for R4RI modules (including references) and, if necessary, a further 500 words for Additions.

Additions: Provide any further details relevant to your application. This section is optional and can be up to 500 words. You should not use it to describe additional skills, experiences, or outputs, but you can use it to describe any factors that provide context for the rest of your R4RI (for example, details of career breaks if you wish to disclose them). You should complete this section as a narrative. Do not format it like a CV.

	







	

	6. Career Development (Word limit 1,000)

	Why is this fellowship the right way to develop your career and how will you use it to benefit others?

What the assessors are looking for in your response:
Ensure that you have identified:
· career development goals appropriate to the fellowship funding opportunity
· how the fellowship will provide a feasible and appropriate trajectory for your personal development and to achieve your stated career development goals (as appropriate to your career stage and field)
· how you will instigate positive change in the wider research and innovation community, for example through equality diversity and inclusion (EDI), advocacy or advisory roles, stakeholder engagement, participation in peer review, influencing policy, public engagement, or outreach

Within the Career development section, we also expect you to describe:

· how you will ensure continued research and professional development for those you will be managing on the project (e.g. students or research technicians), to have a positive research and innovation experience, with opportunities or support to progress their own careers 

You may find the Concordat to Support the Career Development of Researchers & Technician Commitment useful for this: https://researcherdevelopmentconcordat.ac.uk/

· how the proposed work will provide a feasible and appropriate trajectory for you to acquire additional skills, like research, leadership, communication and management
· what mentoring arrangements are proposed and how they are appropriate to you

	










	7. Host Organisation Support (Word limit 1,000)

	Enter the name of your proposed host institution here:


	Host Organisation Details:

How will the host organisation support your fellowship?

What the assessors are looking for in your response:
· provide evidence detailing how the host organisation will support you, as appropriate for your career development and the vision and approach of the fellowship
· who you have engaged with in your host organisation (name and role)
· how your research environment will contribute to the success of the work, in terms of suitability of the host organisation and strategic relevance to the project
· how the host organisation will ensure your time commitment to the fellowship is protected
· what development and training opportunities will be provided and how they form a cohesive career development package tailored to your aims and aspirations
· what financial or practical support, such as access to the appropriate services, facilities, infrastructure, or equipment, is being provided and how this strengthens your application

Within the Host organisation support section we also expect you to describe:
· evidence of support from the head of the proposed host research institute or university head of department (provide this as a separate file titled “Host Institution Letter of Support” and attach to your application as a Word or PDF file). 
· details of any fellowship work to be conducted at another UK or overseas host organisation, including collaborators, and how they will support you (if applicable).

	







	

	8. Resources and Cost Justification (Word limit 1,000)

	What will you need to deliver your proposed work, and how much will it cost?

What the assessors are looking for in your response:
Justify the application’s resources, in particular:
· technical or administrative support
· travel costs (e.g. for field work, collaboration or conferences) 
· consumables 
· facilities and infrastructure costs
· training costs

Assessors are not looking for a line-by-line breakdown of all project resources. Overall, they want you to demonstrate how the resources you anticipate needing for your proposed work:
· are comprehensive, appropriate, and justified
· represent the optimal use of resources to achieve the intended outcomes
· maximise potential outcomes and impacts

	






	

	9. Ethics and responsible research and innovation (RRI) (Word limit 500)

	What are the ethical or RRI implications and issues relating to the proposed work?
If you do not think that the proposed work raises any ethical or RRI issues, explain why.

What the assessors are looking for in your response:
Demonstrate that you have identified and evaluated:
· the relevant ethical or responsible research and innovation considerations
· how you will manage these considerations
If you are collecting or using data, you should identify:
· any legal and ethical considerations of collecting, releasing or storing the data (including consent, confidentiality, anonymisation, security and other ethical considerations and, in particular, strategies to not preclude further reuse of data)
· formal information standards that your proposed work will comply with

	






	

	10. Genetic and biological risk (Word limit 700)

	Does your proposed research involve any genetic or biological risk?

What the assessors are looking for in your response:
In respect of animals, plants or microbes, are you proposing to:
· use genetic modification as an experimental tool, like studying gene function in a genetically modified organism
· release genetically modified organisms
· ultimately develop commercial and industrial genetically modified outcomes

If yes, provide the name of any required approving body and state if approval is already in place. If it is not, provide an indicative timeframe for obtaining the required approval.

Identify the organism or organisms as a plant, animal or microbe and specify the species and which of the three categories the research relates to.

Identify the genetic and biological risks resulting from the proposed research, their implications, and any mitigation you plan on taking. Assessors will want to know you have considered the risks and their implications to justify that any identified risks do not outweigh any benefits of the proposed research.


	













	

	11. Research involving the use of animals (Yes/No)

	Research involving the use of animals

Does your proposed research involve the use of vertebrate animals or other organisms covered by the Animals Scientific Procedures Act?

Please indicate: Yes/No

If you are proposing research that requires using animals, download and complete the Animals Scientific Procedures Act template, which contains all the questions relating to research using vertebrate animals or other Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 regulated organisms.
Save it as a PDF and include with your application.


	
























	

	12. Research involving human participation (Word limit 700)

	Will the project involve the use of human subjects or their personal information?

What the assessors are looking for in your response:
· If you are proposing research that requires the involvement of human subjects, provide the name of any required approving body and whether approval is already in place.
· Justify the number and the diversity of the participants involved, as well as any procedures.
· Provide details of any areas of substantial or moderate severity of impact.

	









	

	13. Research involving human tissues or biological samples (Word limit 700)

	Does your proposed research involve the use of human tissues, or biological samples?

What the assessors are looking for in your response:
· If you are proposing work that involves human tissues or biological samples, provide the name of any required approving body and whether approval is already in place.
· Justify the use of human tissue or biological samples specifying the nature and quantity of the material to be used and its source.


	










	





	14. Project Partners

	Add details about any project partners’ contributions. 

A project partner is a collaborating organisation who will have an integral role in the proposed research. This may include direct (cash) or indirect (in-kind) contributions such as expertise, staff time or use of facilities.

Add the following project partner details:

· the organisation name and address 
· the project partner contact name and email address
· the type of contribution (direct or in-direct) and its monetary value
· Letters of support from each project partner. Attach these together as a single word or PDF file titled: “Project Partner Letters of Support”.

For audit purposes, UKRI requires formal collaboration agreements to be put in place if an award is made.

What the assessors are looking for in your response:
Each letter or email you provide should:
· confirm the partner’s commitment to the project
· clearly explain the value, relevance, and possible benefits of the work to them
· describe any additional value that they bring to the project

Ensure you have prior agreement from project partners so that, if you are offered funding, they will support your project as indicated in the contributions template.

	















	





	

	15. Data management and sharing (Word limit 700)

	How will you manage and share data collected or acquired through the proposed research?

What the assessors are looking for in your response:
Provide a data management plan that clearly details how you will comply with UKRI’s published data sharing policy, which includes detailed guidance notes.

	








	

	16. Facilities (Word limit 100)

	Does your proposed research require the support and use of a facility?

What the assessors are looking for in your response:
If you will need to use a facility, follow your proposed facility’s normal access request procedures. Ensure you have prior agreement so that if you are offered funding, they will support the use of their facility on your project.

For each requested facility, you will need to provide the:
· name of facility, copied and pasted from the facility information list
· proposed usage or costs, or costs per unit where indicated on the facility information list
· confirmation you have their agreement where required

If facility access is being requested specifically for the Earlham Institute, the supercomputing ARCHER2 facility at University of Edinburgh, or the UK 850MHz Solid State NMR Facility at the University of Warwick, a Technical Assessment Form (TAF) is required and should be uploaded as a PDF file. Failure to include the required forms will result in withdrawal of the proposal.


	









	

	

	



Any questions? 
Please e-mail the GIBA Network+ Manager: contact@giba-uk.org 
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